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NAME: The Republic of Côte d’Ivoire

CLIMATE: Tropical

GOVERNMENT: Presidential Republic

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE: French

RELIGION: Islam (45.9%), Catholicism and Christianity (32.9%), indigenous beliefs

FOOD: Typical food in Côte d’Ivoire is chicken or fish with grains and vegetables, various  
sauces, and fresh fruit. Abidjan is a large city and there are several very nice restaurants  
that serve western and European food, as well as familiar American restaurant chains  
(i.e. Burger King).

CURRENCY: The West African CFA (Communauté financière d’Afrique/Financial Community of Africa) franc. Many 
places accept Visa and MasterCard but not American Express. We advise exchanging your cash at the airport as it 
is difficult to exchange money outside. You will also get the best exchange rate at the airport. Please note that it is 
also advisable to bring USD which is dated 2013 or later, ideally brand new $50 or $100 bills (which may also get 
you a better exchange rate). You may need to arrange your cash in advance with your financial institution.

Since meals, transportation and lodging are covered in your team registration cost, you should only need cash for 
occasional snacks and shopping.

SECURITY: People in Abidjan are very friendly toward Americans and security concerns are about the same as any 
large city. Nonetheless it is LPA’s policy to provide security personnel, interpreters, and drivers when the team is 
traveling around the city.
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Abidjan is the largest city in Côte d’Ivoire and though Yamoussoukro is the political capital, Abidjan is the economic 
capital. The US (like other countries) maintains its embassy in Abidjan.

INTERESTING FACTS:  
 • Côte d’Ivoire means “Coast of Ivory” for the major trade (export of ivory) that occurred on that particular  
  stretch of the coast. Despite the government’s disapproval, the English translation “Ivory Coast” is still  
  frequently used.

 • Côte d’Ivoire was colonized by the French in 1893, achieving independence in 1960, led by Félix  
  Houphouët-Boigny.

 • Côte d’Ivoire is the world’s largest exporter of cocoa beans and a significant producer and exporter of rubber  
  and mineral oil. These are the country’s top export revenue earners.

 • Côte d’Ivoire is a forested plateau, one that gradually slopes down from north to south to the Atlantic Ocean.  
  The northern half of the nation is a seasonally wet-and -dry savanna landscape of grassland and scrub. The  
  southern half is a humid tropical landscape with lagoon and semitropical growth. Mountain ranges extend  
  along the western border and a few peaks dot the northeast corner. Four major river systems flow southward  
  forming parallel drainage basins.

INTERESTING FACTS

Côte d’Ivoire

CONTACT INFO:  
Palau Mission Teams  |  Luis Palau Association  |  PO Box 50  |  Portland OR 97207
503.614.1503  |  missionteams@palau.org  |  www.palau.org/mission


